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A LETTER

Lot g ,'

" ADDRESSED MO 7HE

ARCHDEACQN OF LINCOLN .

DEAR SIR, N ci '
. Tac. situation of the. lower
orders .of the»commumty, \in evéry part of the
kingdom,; being, at length; so deeply depressed,
and’ the relief they require having .hecome so
burthenseme upon parishes in gereral; that,’ in
some instances, it has amounted almost to a
total inability to provide for their support, the
subject demands, and appears to be obtaining;
the consideration not -only of individuals, but
of the Legislature itself. '
4
The rapid increase of the poor rates, as
also of the number of paupers, as appears by
the concurrent testimony of statements from the
- most respectable quarters in every county, and
by the recent Report of the Select Committee
of the Hause of Commons to the same effect,
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grounded on the best amtherities, are painful
to humanity, and, politically considered, truly
alarming. The question, * what can be ‘done
¢ (though something must be done) to remedy
« the evils that press so heavily on soc¢iety at
« large,” is one, undoubtedly, which involves
many difficulties. The subject of the Poor
Laws, when taken in a general and extended
view, branohes out iato se many details, and
embraces sqch an immemse vaviety of matter,
that it is scarcely to be expected that amy but
those who have made it their study, would be
able to elucidatg se intricate a question: 1shall
decline, therefore, going into the gemeral merits
of the case. 1 must, however, ramark on this
head, that, to suppose an adequate remedy
can be found, while the present system conti-
pues, is vain and nugatory. Not only the pro-
visions of that system are exhausted, but the
system itself is found, by experience, to en-
eourage the very evils it was intended to remove.
I will, however, endeavour to suggest some of
the means by which, in my humble judgment,
the condition of the poor may be ameliorated,
in a MORAL VIEW, and which, in concurrence
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with wn improved plan of pasoghiad yelief,
would render the state.of the poor, not -enly
more comfortable to thenpelyes; byt make them
alse better members'of sociaty. Thene is some
radical evil lurking at-the bottem of the plan of
the Poor Laws, though it appears, primd facie,
to buve been fowidpd in wisdom, dud dictated
by a spirit of benevglence. Experience proves
that the statutes now i furte for the relief of the
indestrious and ‘wafodtunate Poor, dé, in reality,
oparate us 2 premiwm upoh idlénvss wd impros
videnue, by furnishieg that suppert to the young,
the healthy, and the strong, which, was pre-
perly intended, by the Legislature, to assist
. thuse-only, ‘who are WOm out by honest indus-
try, emburrasded with ‘ruinerous fatnilies, - ot

sittking ander the’ weight of misfortune ot of

- There have Jmen, ‘we know, many plang
lately suggested from:the press, which have for
their object the correction of the.evils, of which
society so loudly and so justly éomplgins.
Maay have taken a comprehensive view.of.the
subject, and treated it in an able and resterly
manmer : but, notwithstanding this, as I know
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‘youf to -be-deeply interéstdd in the question, axd
have expréssel o fve: your: wisk to- hehr my
sentiments 'upon it, T have put them together
in a brief-dnd, ¥ acknowledge, rather a\hasty
&nmer, ?ot"your perusal st e el

We ind, that on;eveqt topk; sotnMgo
perheps; maybe picked: 1p, fromitthe remarks
of even the humblest writers;: 1 have ventured,
therefore, to commit ta;the pressimy thoughts
upen the subjeet, in;the hope; rather than with
the expeciation, - thﬂt ihewmay furnish any use-
ful,bmts: Coewr cnotz sy Tas o 4

5 ¢ ,"r";;‘..lrﬁ Wy f

Aft.er having . actq;i for ;e\(;;;al years m. [.l;e
CP{@%‘SS}Q‘.‘ of the Begce for the County. of
Bucks, in a district where, papperism prevails
to a considerable extent, I am enabled to femark
there, what, I hear, prevails very genex‘al‘ly
élsewhere, a total wan, on e part of the Poor,
of that proper feeling;’ WHEEh?! ought-to urge a
man to support himself “dnd Ki8 family by their
joihfl'abour.'" Fornietrly, a poor man solicited
relief of the parish officers with sentiments of
laudable shame; but what i§ the fact &t ptesent?
he-applies for rélief, as to'y farid upon which



he bas ta wnqualified claim, and is not satisfied
until he has obtained it. He now no longer
looks to his own exertioas; he seems to forget
that he has a station assigned him in society,
the duties of which he is bound to fulfil. Thus
habits of inactivity and indolence are formed,
his efforts for his support becom relaxed, en-
feebled, and paralised; and, by degrees, he is
led to commit (what idlenessalways encourages)
actions which he knows to be wrong; till, from
contioued improvidence, aud a supine reliance
op parochial relief, he finds himpelf deomed to
wear out the remainder of his days within the
walls of & ‘workhouse ; er, (what is dreadful tp
think of,) in the progress of depravity, huving
lost all sease of morality, he commnits one crime
sfler another, in rapid sucoession, and atiength
becowes a victim to the justice of his country.
To obwiste these fatal consequences, there ap-
pears to me tobe no pther adequate remmedy, than
to improve the moral principles of the Poor,
particularly of the rising generation, by giving
them, im early life, habits and sentiments which
will lead to a different line of conduct.

 'This has always appeated to me to go to the
B
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root of the evil: and so convinced am I that we
must principally look to that source for the Te-
medy, that I bave no difficulty in affirming, that,
without it; all other efforts will prove ineffectual.

**For the purpose, then, of improving the
present state of the Poor, I would strongly re-
comntend, in the first instance, the employment,
on a scale cor’nm'etisuraté with the evil, of that
powerful engme, a RELIGIOUS EDUCATION.

. The salutary lnﬂuence of educatxon on the
h,“!!l.an mind, .is now well understood and ap-
preciated ; and it is 10 education, in fact, that
we must principally look for the correction of
those evils we so much deplofe. ‘The effects
already produced in every part of the kingdom
by the introduction of Dr. Bell's admirable
system of instruction, are sufficient.to estabhsh
this. From my own knowledge I can affirm,
that a school of this description has materially
improved the younger part of the parish of Wen-
dove;'! where it has been established only about
two'years; and I have observed the same bene-
ficial effects in many other places which have
fallen under my notice, and which enjoy the ad-
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vantages of a similar institation. It is the es-
séntial principle of the National System of Edu-
cation to store the minds of children with reli-
gious instruction; but this is far from being all
that is taught them: for while they are trained
up as Christians, they are also taught to become
usefal members of seciety, by forming habits of
willing obedience to their superiors, of kind-
ness and benevolence towards those of - their
own level, .and of truth and honesty in their
ordinary dealings.

To affirm that the statutes now in force are
adequate to restrain the Poor within the line of
their duty, is to affirm what we find, by daily
experience, ‘to be untrue: and, to affirm gene-
rally, that the interests of society are promoted:
by multiplying penil ‘énactments, discovers no
great insight into human nature, nor any exten-
sive knowledge of political ceonomy. - It is
only by improving the moral nature of man by.
wholesome instruction, éspecially in' the:early
period of life, that we may ever hope to: wit-
ness that improvement in"the state of the lower
orders, which is the wish of every wise and

good man to promote.
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2dly, In this view, and in arder te encou-
rage a habit of fiugslisy, also, which is now
80 much neglected by the labouring olasses,
and to the want of whioh is to he ascribed, in
a great measure, the abject state to whigh they
are reduced, veed I recommend the establish-
kishing of Savine Banks, i which the
smallest sums way be safely deposited; and
which bear a legal interess?

These institutions are founded on the ac-
knowledged principle, that what a man acquires
by industry, he would save with eare, instead
of squandering it in a thoughtless manner, if
he bad & convenient opportunity of placing it
- in a state of security. The natural effect there-
fore of these beneficial establishments is to give
to the Poor the means of providing for them-
selves; and thus relieving parishes from the
burthen of their maintenance; a new feeling, &
spirit of activity and energy, at present unknown,
would thus be givea to the Poor; they would
consider themselves as belonging to a respect-
able condition in life, and as having a character
to maintain, But here it may be asked, (as it
pometimes has bheen,) what c¢an they have to
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spare, whan they have not & sufigienay? accu-

malation necessarily implies superfinity. ¥ grant

it does. But this is no argument against the

policy and propriety of the measure. All'J

contend for is, that, as the system of Saving

Banks spplies principally to persons in early
life, hefore they are incumbered with the care
of @ family, when their wages sre good, and

their unaveidable gxpences comparatively small,

tharg capnet exist a doubt, whether such per-
. aqns bave not the sbility of making some provi-
sion for their future years; and othexs, also, may

lay by something, though, perheps, not much;
which, withowt this oppartunity of safely de,
positing it in the Bank, they might have wasted
at the public-house, as they are tao apt to do,

without consideration. In short, the arguments

in favour of these institytions are so many, and

so cogent, and the good resulting from them

has been already found to be so great in every-
place where they have been established, that it

is impossible for any candid person to withhold

from them a just measure of approbation and

applause.

..Ome very essentisl good resulting from them
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'('Sain‘ng Banks) is, that, by enabling the poor
man to pay, perhaps, in ready morey, or, at
least, without-long: credit, for his Bread and
other necessaries, he may avoid ‘the ruinous
practice; ‘which is now’ so common among
ther, of running into debt with the Baker and
thé Shopkeeper.—The consequences arising
from this are almost too apparent to requiremy
pointing them out: I will, however observe,
that, if the poor man could pay every week for
his necessaries, he would then be enabled to.
lay out his earnings with the greatest advan-
tage, by dealing with those' who will supply
what he wants the best both in quahty and
quantity, and at the lowest price.

.‘ ' 3dly, But then, in order to keep ah've,'ii
the minds of the Poor, the sentiments which
have been instilled into them by a good educa-
tion, and to secure ‘to them the benefits result-
ing from the deposxt of their superﬁuous earn-
ings in_the Bank, it will be proper that they
should be protected agamst that degrading cus-
tom, which now prevails to an extent for which
there appears to be no absolute necéésity, of
parish “officers sending them upon, what is
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called, their Rounps.* There is something
in the idea of -a- Roundsman, at whichthe ge-
merous mind revolts; no practice hitherto re-
sorted to has so much destroyed all proper feel-
ing in the hearts of the Poor, or checked their
gndustry so completely as this. Under th;g
'systen.) no mﬁtual ser;timents of attachment be-
tween masters and servants are formed, nor do
thelatter feel any mterest in their own exertions,
since their masters are assngned to them at the
will of the parish-officers, and their wages are
regulated ina great measure, by the same per-
sons. It is to e hoped, therefore, that the
Legnslature will guard with ngdance against a
practice so manifestly objectionable, and, at
the same time, so unfair towards those who pay

. ® In Agricultural Counties, a ROUNDSMAN is one who is
_seat in rotation to the parishioners, at the will of the parish-
officers. Nothing is more common, when a labourer applies
10 the farmer for work, than for the latter to tell him, he
&as no employment for him. The labourer then applies to
the parish-officers fur work, who give him a ticket, to go,
perhaps, to the very same person, who bad, in'the first in,
stance, refused to hire him; and thus, coming in the charac-
ter of a parish pauper, the farmer obtains his labour at a
‘reduced price. If his wages, earned in this manner, are
wot sufficient to support himself and his family, (which they
seldom are,) the deficiency is made up from. thg parish-rates.
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* their preportion-of the parish rates, but derive
20 benefit from the labour of the poor, who are
thus relieved at their expence.

~ 4thly, While T would venture to recom-
mend these measures in order to ameliorate the
condition of the poor, 1 would also suggest,
a8 equally necessary, the introduction of such
judicious regulations, as may operate in the
way of RESTRAINT. 1 wish to see the poor
treated with the utmost lenity, and to have all
possible'encouragement extended to them ; but
I am -also aware, how necessary it is, when
occasion requires, to punish the idle, and to
curb the daring and unruly. For this purpose,
the ParisE WoRKHOUSES might be put under
a better system of regulation, by enforcing
2 move strict obeervance of oeder, propriety,
and cleanliness: and this would be much pro-
moted by arrenging them in clagses, according
to their deserts ; by appointing weekly visitors
from amongat the most respectable inhabitants,
snd by having a reguler account kept of all the
proceedings in the house, inserted in the column‘q |
of a book under distinct heads ; to be xoady for
inspection by the Parishioners at their public
Vestries.
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* Workhonses, whea properly imanaged, are
highly asefial ; bat gpite.the revense as they are
generslly conducted. In 2. pince where several
persons are crowded together, without employ-
.ment, without order, #nd without restraint, it is

‘impossiblerthat much evil shonldvﬂat arige.

It will, however, be too much to expect that
Parish Workhouses, though conducted in the
best possible manner, both mth respect 0 ar-
rangement and discipline, should be’ able to
meet every case that may occur. Even, in the
best regulated Parishes, some are laliwajs to be
found. of tempers so refractory and turbulent,
that they require the strong arm of e higher
duthority, to restrain them within the limits of
good conduct, and to'reduce them to abedience
and submission. It will, therefore, be found -
expedient to cause suclz persons to be commit-
ted to the Housk or Connzc'rxon, where
they may be employed in hard labour. But,
in order that this may Kave the intended ef-
fect wpon the prisoners, it is necessary, that
Houses of Correction should really be what
they profess to be, places where their faults may

be corrected, and their manners be improved,
c
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- " 5thly, Itis much to be regretted, that the
‘way in which our public prisons are generally
‘managed, is 80 deservedly open to censure. No
fact is better ascertained than this, that many
-persons, after the period of their confinement
in them is elapsed, become, on their discharge,
worse members of society than they were before.
And what else cap be'e'xpected? when it is
acknowledged, that the prisoners are indiscri-
‘minately crowded together, without due care
being taken to separate the most notorious
‘offenders from those whb are only noviciates in
‘crime, and who can, therefore, hardly fail of
being further corrupted by associating with
such abandoned characters. What may be
effected in such places, by well regulated dis-
cipline, has been proved in a striking manner,
by the humane and judicious treatment of those
who have been sent to the Penitentiary, in
Westminster.

. I understand, from the most respectable
authority, that the happiest effects have already
resulted from that Institution,'whosé object has
been greatly promoted by the persevering and
conscientious professional labours of Mr. Ben-
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net, the Ghaplain, and by the frequent attention
paid to it by many ‘benevolent individuals,
particularly by G: P. Holford, Esq. the anhop
of London, and Archdeticon Pott. -

If a similar mode of inanagement was intro-
duced into other plgces_of the.same' description
throughout the kihgdom, they would then be-
come places of reformation as well as security,
and would operate most favourably in reclaim-
ing the idle and abandoned, ;md‘ in deterring
others from acting wrohg ‘But thén a neces-
sary part of such a plan, in many mstances
would be solitary confinement ; whxch so long
ag culprits crowd the Prisons in the numbers
. they now do, is hardly practicable. Still some-
thing, nay, a great deal, might be doue for the
regulation of Prisons immediately; the rest
must be waited for, until, by diminishing, through
moral correctives, the number of those to be
lodged and supeﬁn&ﬁded the lodging and the
superintendance of them can be made effectual
to the purposes of reform

-6thly, The next and last head I, would
advert to (though it is far from being the least



imporgagt) is the state of the Pusric Houses,
where, it is noforious, the Poor ave induced to
spend their money, to the ruin of their heslth
and morals, and the distress of their-families,
There it is where they meet bad company—
where schemes of robbery and plunder are
formed ; and where, imperceptibly, the youth
is seduced at once into ebriety and dishonesty,
by the old and hardened offender. Too much
caution, therefore, cannot be exercised, (and I
make the remark with great submission,) on the
part of the magistrates, in granting licenses to
publicans. The number of public houses ought
surely to be governed by the extent of the ac-
commodation that the public really require, and
these limits should not, on any consideration,
be transgressed, The greatest mischief to so-
ciety has arisen from multiplying such places of
public resort beyond necessity, and there is no
doubt, that the suppression of a large propor-
tion of them would be just so much gain to the
public morals and the public welfare,

Theso are some of the observations I could
wish to offer on the subject of the present state
of the Poor; and what | mean you to infer
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from them is, that,” supposing the provision in-
tended to-be made by Parliament should prove
less -oppressive on parishes, in the made of
raisiog it, then by the present method, (though
this would undoubtediy be a considerable and
important point gained,) yet the evil will not be -
completely i'emoved, unless provision is also
made for the improvement of the principles of
the Poor. Every barfier against the inroads of
idleness, and its consequent evils, should be
formed ; and all possible encouragement to ho-
nesty, order, industry, and frugality, held out
to them; for, unless these points are strictly
attended to, I cannot help observing, that the
state of the Poor cannot be materially improved,
nor’ the expence attending their provision be
permahently reduced. But should the regula-
tions I have here suggested, or others of a si-
'm.ilar tendency, be adopted, I shall then in-
dulge the hope, and even the expectation, that
the time is not far distant, when the lower orders
will be brought hack to that state of industry
and good order in their habits, which formerly
prevailed among them, and restored to that
simplicity .of mind, which they seem now to
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to have lost, and which ought to be the leading
characteristics of their condition. Unless these
desirable objects are attained, I feaf no regula-
tion can be made that will be attended with ge-
neral and extensive advantage.

The eyes of the naﬁoiy are now turned,
with anxious attention, to the enactments Par-
liament will make on this subject, a subject, in
its consequences, both immediate and remote,
one of the most important that can come under
their discussion. It involves, in an eminent de-
gree, the prosperity of the whole empire, which
depends not on the extent of its population
singly taken, but also, and chiefly, on the good
conduct of the labouring poor, a class which
forms a very large majority of the whole. If
the Legislatﬁre should afford effective relief to
parishes, and, at the same time, ameliorate the
condition of the Poor, in a moral view, they
will then have done all that can be accomplished
by human means, and will become justly in-
titled to the thanks and gratitude of the coun-
try, which cannot fail of suffering, even in a
political view, until the Poor are brought under
better regulation than they areat present. Eut,
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if the system adopted should be-spme half mea-
-gure only, neither effectually relieving the coun-
try from the intolerable burtken of the Poor
rates, nor exoperating the parish-officers from
-the necessity, in mauy.cases, of giving relief to
the idle, the dissolute, and the dishonest; if
Joundations, at the least, are nbt laid, by legis-
lative enactment, for a progressive improvement
.of the temporal condition of the Poor, by the
-resources of honest mdustry, and of their moral
-and relxglous condition by wholesome habits
and wholeseme instruction ; new laws, by mo-
difying the evil only, and rendenng it, perhaps,
more-compléx, will aggravate our present situ-
ation ultimately, and will (it may justly be ap-
prehended) render a solid, a radical, and effec-
tual reform hereafter absolutely and utterly
lmpractlcable

. If any remarks 1 have here thrown out
should be found of use in promoting’ this great
and desirable object, I shall feel the highest sa-
tisfaction. I know your general opipion of the
timidity which restrajns, and the manliness
which encourages, the communication to the
public of what may, by any possibility, be of
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sexvice &@: it; and I shall, st all events, be sa-
tiafled, if what I have said possesses your fa-
vourable opinton. To your:suggestions on many
‘interesting topics, as. well as.on. the subject in
question, 1 fegl myself.ajready much indebted;
and it.is. with pleasure 1 réflect, that the mark
of good qpinion.and confidenve; which I:bave
very receptly received from our coxmmon dio-
cesan, places me in the same chapter with your-
.self; and. will give me.increased opportunities
-of intercourse and communication with the arch-
deacon of that part of the diocese, where my
fagnily has so.long been fixed. '
© Tam, »
 DearSir,
~ With great Respect,
Your faithful Servant,
CHARLES TURNOR.

_Vicarage-House,
' Wendovgr, Bucks,
‘April 12, 1818,



